Ray’s Family Getting 'A Bum Rap’ 


By JOHN BENNETT 


WASHINGTON — The attorney for John 
Ray, brother of convicted assassin James 
Earl Ray, charged Sunday the House Assas- 
sinations Committee is trying to' “pin a 
bum rap” on members of the Ray family in 
its probe of the murder of Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. 

“I think the committee is primarily in- 
terested in saving its own hide and the 
best way to do that is pin a bum rap on 
members of the Ray family,” said James 
Lesar, a Washington lawyer who repre- 
sents John Ray of East St Louis, 111. 

John Ray is scheduled to testify Friday 
on the final day of the committee’s public 
probe of the April 4, 1968, killing of King in 
Memphis. 

Jerry Ray, also of East St Louis, another 
brother of the imprisoned Ray, is to testify 
Thursday. 

In an interview Sunday, Lesar said the 
committee has failed after spending more 
than $4 million to prove who killed King 
or if there was a conspiracy involved. 

“They’re desperate people,” he said of 


the committee. “They’re desperate to come 
up with a solution to the crime. And the 
easiest solution for them is to pin it on 
James Earl Ray’s family somehow. 

“They’ve got a bunch of people who are 
poor, uneducated and unpopular and 
they’re going to pick on them,” he said. “I 
think they’ll attempt to involve members 
of the Ray family in some plot with James 
Earl Ray. I think it’s clear that at least 
they’ll tty to involve him (James) in the 
Alton, I1L, bank robbery, to explain his 
finances.” 

On July 13, 1967, about three months 
after Ray escaped from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary, committee investigators be- 
lieve that he and two men robbed a bank 
in Alton, 111., and took $27,000. The chief 
investigator, Edward Evans, has testified 
the two confederates are believed to have 
been Ray’s brothers, John and Jerry. 

Ray’s split of the proceeds and the mon- 
ey he accumulated through odd jobs and 
other robberies he has acknowledged 
would have been sufficient to finance his 
activities from the time he left prison until 
he was captured at London’s Heathrow 
Airport on June 8, 1968, two months after 
King’s assassination, investigators con- 


tend. 

From the prison escape on April 23, 1967, 
until the bank robbery on July 13, Ray 
adhered pretty much to a life-style of 
rooming-house beds and beanery meals 
with stints as a dishwasher and food-serv- 


However, after the Alton bank robbery, 
investigators say, he turned up in Mon- 
treal, signed a six-month lease on an apart- 
ment, bought $250 worth of new clothes 
and vacationed at a fashionable Canadian. - 
ski resort. 

Investigators say the Illinois bank rob- 
bery is the “reasonable alternative” to 
Ray’s story that a mysterious “Raoul” fi- 
nanced his 14-months of travel. They say 
they can link Ray to the bank robbery. 

“They won’t be able to show it,” Lesar 
said Sunday. “They are going to claim it” ■ 

The New York Times reported on Nov. 17 
that after all witnesses have been heard 
and all the evidence has been analyzed, 
the committee will conclude James Earl 
Ray killed King for money, offered by the ■ 
St Louis group, i 

The bank robbery at Alton, Ray’s home- ‘ 
town, has never been solved 



